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Empowering Children Through Music  
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AN INSTRUMENT FOR EVERY CHILD IN HAMILTON 

 

 

 
 

 

An Instrument for Every Child (AIFEC) is a unique and innovative musical 
project that aims to give young, inner-city children the opportunity to learn to play 
a musical instrument. 
 
The Hamilton Music Collective, in partnership with the Hamilton Philharmonic 
Orchestra, plans to launch a pilot project at King George Elementary School in 
Hamilton in September 2010. 
 
Hamilton businessman and philanthropist, Paul Lloyd is among the early 
supporters of the project and has pledged seed money of $125,000 to launch  
An Instrument For Every Child in Hamiltonôs inner-city schools. 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

This is how it works: 
 
In the first year (Grade 1) elementary school children will be introduced to a 
variety of instruments.  
 
The students will receive two hours/week of music lessons each week. Under the 
supervision of the classroom teacher, a qualified music instructor will implement 
this exciting program during regular school hours. 
 
In the second year students choose the instrument that they want to play. The 
instructor will work with small groups of four to six children. 
 
Instrumental instruction continues in the third and fourth year with an 
introduction to basic ensemble play being added to the program.  
 
The curriculum will be based on the Ontario Curriculum for the Arts, Grade 1-
4, and will introduce students to the basic elements of music through listening to, 
performing and creating music.  
 
The special child-sized instruments will be provided on a free loan basis for the 
period of three years. 

 
 
Program Fees 
 

 First year:  Free 

 Second year: $35/month 

 Third year:  $40/month 

 Fourth year:  $40/month 
 

 Instruments will be supplied on a cost free loan basis. 
 

 Subsidized lessons and scholarships for students from low- 
income families will be available. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Not just another music project, but a social project with music at 

its heart. An Instrument For Every Child doesnôt set out to 

produce great musicians, although it almost certainly will. The 

program aims to create community spirit by giving children the 

opportunity to develop skills, teamwork and interpersonal 

relationships within the context of something (a musical 

ensemble, orchestra, etc.) that can only become great when they 

work at it together. 

 
 



 

 

 

Music education develops life skills: 
 

Teamwork Leadership skills 

Persistence Self-expression 

Engagement Motivation Respect 

Fulfillment Collaboration 
 

JOY! 
 

 

 

 

 

 


