HAMILTON MUSIC
COLLECTIVE

Excellence in Jazz Performance and Education

RnAs a broadcaster, one of the things | "'V
amazing proliferation of jazz in the Hamilton area. Each year, we devote more
and more airtime to the top-notch jazz musicians and teachers in the Hamilton
region. Much of the credit has to go to the Hamilton Music Collective - they
do more than anyone to bring together the people who love to play and the
people who | ove to |isten. o

Terry McElligott, Host JAZZ.FM91
i On ethedést radio stationsintheworldi J AZZ. FM9 10
-- Business Week Magazine i September 10, 2008

Who we are: The Hamilton Music Collective is a network of highly accomplished musicians,
respected educators and experienced industry professionals dedicated to inspiring and
growing audiences for jazz and its related forms in Hamilton. With the much acclaimed Darcy
Hepner Jazz Orchestra and a comprehensive array of national and international guest artists,
the Hamilton Music Collective advances a unique vision for the continued development of high
quality music events in our community producing a year-round schedule of performance,
education and lectures for audiences of all ages.

What we do: HMC has produced and presented numerous concerts in Hamilton, including the
acclaimed and award-wi nni ng series 6Jazz at the Corktown
the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra, Symphony Hamilton, The Brott Music Festival, Mohawk

College, The Steeltown Friends of Mohawk Music, The Art Gallery of Hamilton, HECFI as well

as the extensive network of the areads finest
Hepner has performed with over the course of the past 30 years.

2009 TOURISM HAMILTON AWARDS WINNER

2009 Event of the Year
(Portraits of Sound)

2009 Rookie of the Year
(Jazz @ The Corktown)



PERFORMANCE

"The Darcy Hepner Jazz Orchestra filled me with love and excitement because it
reminds me of my days in Harlem, NY where | met the giants of the jazz world

who touched me in a way that's indelible."
The Honourable Lincoln M. Alexander

A selection of performances produced and/or presented by HMC:

Portraits of Sound / A photo exhibition featuring the work of award-winning NYC
photographer Jimmy Katz (Winner Tourism Hamilton Award 2009 Event of the Year)
(2008)

Jazz at the Corktown i a weekly jazz series featuring stellar musicians, (Winner
Tourism Hamilton Award 2009 Rookie of the Year) (2008/2009)

The Darcy Hepner Jazz Orchestra / weekly shows at the Corktown Club (2008/2009)
The Jazz Soul of Frankie Lane / shows in Toronto and Hamilton (2008)
A Tribute to Ella & Oscar / co-presented with Brott Music at Mohawk College (2009)

Bird with Strings; A Tribute to Charlie Parker / co-presented with the Fieldcote Summer
Festival (2006)

The Focus Suite / co-presented with Symphony Hamilton (2007)

The Darcy Hepner / Nick Marchione Quintet / co-presented with the Art Gallery of
Hamilton (2008)
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nNnéJazz shows tewdrld-clasdmusicians. The crowds have
already come out in full force..."
Jason Leach, Hammerblog

T hDarcy HepnerJ azz Or chestra: éthe best weekl

g
i n the area, maybe the country. o
Graham Rockingham, Hamilton Spectator

AThe DHJOéisae emwesvtent 0O
Hamilton Magazine

AThe best night of jazz music | have eve
Jones fan for life!"

-Alex Baran, Former Executive Director
Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra

AOne of the yeards more interesting phen
Tor Lukasik - Foss Hamilton Magazine




EDUCATION

EDUCATION: HMC regularly co-presents master classes, clinics and workshops with the
Steeltown Friends of Mohawk Music featuring international artists in local educational
institutions and is the founder and organizer of the acclaimed educational outreach project

6Jazz i n ,tpbadnershipbvishdMohawk College funded by the Hamilton Community
Foundation.

Visiting artists in our educational series include:

Grammy winning baritone saxophonist Gary Smulyan (VJO, New York City)
Grammy winning trumpeter Nick Marchione (VJO, New York City)

Grammy nominated saxophonist Donny McCaslin (NYC)

International recording artist/vocalist Sheila Cooper (Vienna, Austria)
International recording artist, Don Mixon (Istanbul, Turkey)

Blue Note Recording Artist Bill Charlap (NYC)

Blue Note Recording Artist Renee Rosnes (NYC)
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THE DARCY HEPNER JAZZ ORCHESTRA

Phot y Jimy Katz
Formed in January 2008 the DHJO has established itself as one of the premier jazz
orchestras in Canada featuring stellar players and respected educators who individually have
performed with music legends such as Oscar Peterson, Dizzy Gillespie, Ella Fitzgerald, Ray

Charles, Aretha Franklin, Diana Krall, Tito Puente, The Toronto Symphony Orchestra, The

Woody Herman Orchestra, The Count Basie Orchestra, Manhattan Transfer and many others.

The orchestra has a strong commitment to education and actively pursues partnerships with
Universities, schools, corporations and community based organizations to develop jazz
outreach programs and to establish a viable link to audiences that would not normally have
accesstojazzandrelatedmusi cal genres. The focus of the orc
program is to share the orchestrads talent, e

players and to provide an historical and relevant educational experience through:

e Professional and educational jazz music programming
e Comprehensive jazz education and mentoring programs

e Training of young musicians



Darcy Hepner: Artistic Director

A seasoned performer, accomplished composer
and respected educator, Hamilton native Darcy
Hepner has worked with such legendary figures
as B.B. King, Aretha Franklin, Sergio Mendes
and Henry Mancini.

From 1985-1989, he taught at the Berklee
College of Music in Boston and from 1996 -2005
lived in New York and worked on the Big Apple
jazz scene as well as on various Broadway and
off-Broadway shows.

From 1999-2004, he toured as a regular
member of the world renowned jazz-rock group
Blood, Sweat & Tears. His impressive list of credentials includes work with jazz singers Tony
Bennett and Mel Tormé, the Artie Shaw Orchestra, the Uptown Horns, the Brooklyn Jazz
Composers Orchestra, the Berlin Contemporary Jazz Orchestra, rocker David Johansen and
Broadway star Tom Wopat.

Astrid Hepner: Chair

A Originally a professional saxophonist from Germany, Astrid Hepner
relocated to New York City in 1995 with her husband, musician and
Hamilton native Darcy Hepner.

Before launching a fulltime career in the music industry Astrid
regularly appeared at the famous NYC downtown club Khnitting
Factory with her Band Astrid Hepner & Funkmeister. She performed
with Latin music legends Tito Puente and Celia Cruz at Avery
Fisher Hall in NY and appeared at numerous European Jazz
Festivals.

Prior to joining BMG Classics as International Marketing and Media
Manager for ECM and RCA Victor, Astrid was a member of the
=\ New York Jazz Festival marketing team, running the day-to-day
operatlons of one of the most innovative festival offices in New York City.

In 2000 she moved to EMI Records where she served as Executive Assistant to
President/CEO and industry legend, Bruce Lundvall, and worked in collaboration with the Blue
Note Label Group team on developing marketing and media strategies for world-class artists
including Norah Jones, Anita Baker, Wynton Marsalis and Al Green.

Astrid Hepner studied Musicology at the University of Cologne and earned her degree in
Performing Arts from the Folkwang School in Essen, Germany. She also holds a diploma in
Cultural Management. She sits on the Board of Directors of JPEC, the Jazz Performance and
Education Center in Toronto and is the founder/chair of the Hamilton based organization
Hamilton Music Collective.



AféThe Village Vanguard comes to Hamilto
Hepner Jazz Orchestra. Their interpretation of the music of Thad Jones is
infectuos and a total Jjoy to |ist

Gary Smulyan
A Baritone Saxophonist with the Village Vanguard Jazz Orchestra in NYC
A Winner of the 2009 Downbeat Critics Poll for Baritone Saxophone
A Grammy Winner/2009 VJO

Gary Smulyan performing with the DHJO and Ron Westray, former lead trombonist in
the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra/ The Corktown, Hamilton
Nov 18, 2009



